


(864 


5 Party 
How 
in fee} . 
2m his 
Com. 
ect in 
t they 
! they 
ns, in 
fice or 
Out of 
* takes 
Minis- 
st per. 
lente, 
ice ot 
esume 
Nn; fo 
ng, i 
ahies : 
und 
Tying 
iD or- 
(and 
must 
0 the 
r we 
is a 
rered 
, the 
will 
cical 
their 
have 
peo- 
ara- 
10us 
they 
rend 
it 18 
eC 
de- 
Sir 
ake 
eS, 
the 
ial. 
ig ; 
to 
by 
st- 
rt. 
be 
re 
he 
SS 
of 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 
EE SS TE ELS COE CREE A EE EE NS TT TT 





Vor. XIII. No. 23.] 


os 





LONDON, SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 1808. 





[Price 10p- 











oe eeabioe a ner 


When William Pitt became minister of England, the interest of the national debt (paid annually out of the 


taxes} amounred to something more than nine millions of pounds sterling 
nistration, it amounted to more than twenty-five millions of pounds sterling. 


2: and, at the close of bis admi- 
During his administration, 


he added five-fold to the assessed taxes; he created the income tax; and, by what is ca'led Use land-tax re- 
demption act, he made that tax perpetual, and caused the alienation for ever of a consilerable part of the 


property of the church. 


It was proved before a committee of the House of Commons, thet, upon one occa- 


sion, n¢ leat, without legal authority, and without the knowledge of his colleagues in office, forty thousand 
pounds of the public money, free of interest, to two men, who were at the time, members of the House of 


Commons. 
Sweden excepted. 


poor, in England and Wales, amounted to 2,004,238 pounds ; and, 
the end of his career), the money, for the same purpose, amounted to 
Fadministration, the act of ** Habeas Corpus,” or personal safety act, was suspe 





During his administration France became mistress of all the continent of Europe, Ru 
During the year after he became minister (1785), the money paid, on 


1sg1a and 
account of the 
during the year 1803 (two ycars before 
4,267,965 pounds. During bis 
iled for several years together. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

WestMINsTeR E_ectrion.——lIn ano- 
ther part of this sheet will be found the Re- 
port, which was made to the electors of 
Westminster, on the 23d of May, by the 
committee, who conducted the election in 
favour of Sir Fgancis Burdett. This report 
is worthy of particular attention, especially 
ps being a faithful and ably written history 
of (he manner, in which, tor many years 
past, the electors of Westminster have been 
reated by the different factions, into whose 
jands they were inveigled. This was a 
iew, which I had often wished to see taken 
of the subject. It has now been done; 
nd how humiliating is the reflection, that, 
or the last half century, the people of 
Vesiminster, so perfectly independent, and 
50 well able to judge as to their own inte- 
ests, should, until now, have had no more 













han they had in choosing the Aumiis of 
dindostan ! Nay, the thing was worse than 
nullity ; much worse ; because the elec- 
ors were made to put on a shew of exerci- 
Bing their will; to assume the garb of free- 
Blom ; and even to boast of that freedom 
nd of their franchises, while they were, in 
act, the miserable, the degraded, the des- 
icable and the despised, tools of a few in- 
fividuals, who were contending solely for 
he precedence in obtaining power, and, 
irough the means of power, plunder. 
Really, when one looks back to the contests 
the Wrays and the Hoods and the Foxes ; 
rhen one reads the large volume, in which 
he Devonshirss and some other great fami- 
es make so conspicuous a figure, one is al- 
ost ashamed of one’s countrymen and one’s 
country. . Yet, that which succeeded these 
bntests was, nO} 
) this the first city in the kingdom. The 
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o do in the choosing of their representatives, 


}, still more disgraceful 





warring factions, tired of the strife, and 
wishing to spare their purses, came to a 
sort of compromise that rendered an election 
for Westminster much such another affair as 
an election for Ryegate, or any other dove 
ble-patroned borough. The Whigs nomina- 
ted one member, and the minister of the 
day the other menrber; and, from these 
nominations no one ever thought of appeal- 
ing any more than a soldier thinks of ap- 
pealing from the word of command. That, 
from such a state, the people of Westuin- 
ster should, all at once, have become wiiat 
they now are is troly surprising. They were 
very nearly entrapped by Mr. Sheridan's 
tears over the dead body of Mr. Fox; and, 
owing to want of time for thinking, they 
were once moere’in the hands of the great 
families, in the person of Lord Percy, 
But, the dissolution of parliament, whieh 
succeeded, came while their shame and re- 
morse were yet alive; and, though, owing 
to some of the most villainous tricks that 
ever were played, they did not succeed in 
seating the mau of their choice in the House 
of Commons, yet, by the spirit which they 
had previously discovered, Lord Percy was 
induced to withdraw his pretensions, and, 
they laid the foundation for certain success 
at another ‘opportunity, with which the 
manceuvres of faction soon furnished them. 
At this last election, though a good deal 
embarrassed by certan events, upon 
which it would be useless now te dwell, 
they acted with promptitude and wisdom, 
They seemed to have formed a resolution to 
prove to their former enslavers, that they 
knew, not only what was their own interest, 
but also the way to take careof it. The 
committee appointed to arrange the mode of 
proceeding were Mil men of the class of 
mere electors; there was no great map, of 
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would be great man, who bad any share in 
the business from the beginning to the end ; 
and, as if to give the lie-to the opinion, 
that, without a head, the people are no- 
thing, all the papers, which proceeded from 
this commiitee bore the stamp of talent far 
superior to that which was discovered on the 
side of those, who opposed them. 
‘Lhere is, of late years, at least, no instance 
to be found of so strict an obedience to the 
constitution. Lhe people of Westminster 
proved, that they understood what the con- 
stitution really wus. It is astonishing, that 
any ove should be found, with impudence 
sulfAcient to censure their proceedings ; and, 
they have the consolation to kuow,,. that by 
none but by the cankered corrupt, those 
proceedings have been censured In one 
thing, however, they have failed. They 
wished to establish the principle, that no 
expence should fall upon the persons, elected 
members of parli:ment. But, the High 
Bailiff’s bill, made against their member, 
has been ordered to be paid by a decision, 
in the court of king’s bench, and the House 
of Commons, afier having the affair fully 
represented to them, have declined to inter- 
Sere. This subject was last before them on 
the 25th of May, when they were informed, 
that, owing toa decision of the court of 
king's bench, an execution was in the house 
of one of their members to compel him to 
pay for being elected, though he had not been 
e candidate, and though he had had neither 
act nor part in carrying on the election. 
The whigs were as silent as little fishes; 
but, it was truly admirable to observe how 
the /awyers ail agreed in the necessity 
of abstaining from meddling with what had 
been settled in ‘* a court cf justice.” 
** Sir A. Pigott declared himself to be per- 
fectly satisfied this was not a case in which 
the house could interfere. It was a pro- 
ceeding in the regular course of justice. 
If the action in this case could have been 
entertained at all, it must have been on 
the ground that it arose out of a contract, 
The act which allowed the expences of 
erecting hustings, &c. in the case of coun- 
ties, did not extend to boroughs ; yet even 
there candidates might agree that for their 
accommodation, or that of their voters 
during acontest of 14 or 15 days, hustings 
should be erected, the expence of which 
could not reasonably be expected to fall 
on the High Bailiff. he action, there- 
fore, could only be on the contract sa 
Supposed to be entered intu, and could 
of course have no relation to the election, 
sO as to imake it a matter of, privilege to 
be taken dp py that house. This must 
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(sé 
be a question either of fact or of law, and 
in either ¢ase it might have been broyoh 
before the court, by demurrer, or by . 
of exceptions, 80 as to have made the 
ground of it appear on record. [i velsoy. 
ed those who had the legal means of ce. 
fence in their own hanas to go before the 
judge in a regular manner. If they om. 
ted to doso, it was not for that house to 
interpose. If the house should be of 
opinion that it would be improper thar 
candidate should be on anv account at the 
expense of-erecting hustings, let it be 
made the subject of a prospective revula- 
tion. But as that was not the case at 
present, this must be like any other suit 
founded on a covenant, the effect of 
which: must be construed by the Jury,” 
-— So, here we are to have another low 
(more glorious work for the lawyers!) or 
a member of parliament is liable to be mad 
to pay the expences of an election, in which 
he has, neither directly nor indirectly, taken 
any part. But, what did Sir Arthur meia 
by a * contract ?” There was no coniract, 
on the part of Sir Francis Burdett ; and, his 
goods and chattels were seized upon a judg: 
ment, founded on a presumption that there 
was a contract, which presumption was sup 
ported solely upon the evidence of his having 
taken his seat —-—-What had he to do wi 
your “* demurrer,” or your ‘* bill of excep 
‘* tions ?’ These argue a law suit, aod, 
must aman be scourged .with a law-suit, 
he refuse to pay a large sum of money for 
havirg been elected without bis request, ane 
even without his knowledge 2—— Sir Artht r 
seems to think nothing of the punishment 
of a Jaw-suit. 
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All that a man has to ©, 
when he*receives the. king’s command t 
attend in parliament, is, one would (oink, 
to attend and to do his duty there; apc, 
his house be forcibly entered and his gos 
seized, in consequence of such atiencancs, 
is it not for the house to interfere? Is be, . 
the suit of any body, to be harrassed se 
the trouble and expences of law, because ne 
has taken. his seat ?———Mr. Leycest®* 
(don’t you remember him, reader, 19 
committee about Pitt's loan to Boyd a? 
Benfield ?). this gentlemap, who 1s 4) ° 
acquaintance of ours, said, that the € Sit 
who had been held to be the egen! Hish 
Francis, had refused to pay the ae 
hailitf,,and yet this same person, wen 
day, asked, obtained, and rales xe 
selt of the advantage of seats for the - 
clerks, inspectors, &c. who were toe ; 4 
to the honourable Baxonet'’s miere” 
the’ election.” This .is a. mistake 
It was the interests of the people, ¥™ 
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hosé clerks and inspectors had to attend to; 
ind, the plain question is, are the people to 
he made to pay for giving their votes ?-Sir 
ancis Burdett employed no agent; he 
we no One authority to act in his name ; he 
was elected without his knowledge ; and, 
must he be made to pay for having taken 
is seat ? And, is it no breach of the privi- 
eoes of the house, that one of its members 
s harrassed with an execution’ merely be- 
ause he has been elected a member of the 
bouse ? Mr. Braces said the house 
ould not entertain the question, because 
he charge of the judge had not been entered 
bi the record. But, here again, a law-suit, 
2 scourge, the fire and brimstone of a law- 
pit, is coolly contemplated. Do you mean 
say, then; that a man cannot take his seat 
the House of Commons, in consequence 
fthe free choice of the people, without 
xposing himself to what is infinitely worse 
ban being maimed as Sir John Coventry 
as? It appears to me, that it should be 
p clearly and so generally understood, that 
member of parliament is to pay no money 
acvoun: of his election, that a suit 
account, would 
e received in the same way as a suit against 
im for having black hair. It was the peo- 
e, who went and demanded to vote for Sir 
rancis Burdett, and demanded also, that 
in the same 
oks with the votes of others; and, were 





bey, or any of them, for this cause, to be 


ened the agents of Sir Francis Burdett ? 
Tue Speaker said, ‘ after what bad 
passed, in allusion to him, it was neces- 
sary for him to put the honourable baro- 
het right, as to what he had stated on a 
former night. What he had said was, 
that, when any practical inconvenience 
did arise, if the honourable baronet con- 
tinued to think, that it involved a question 
of privilege, he should, in that event, lose 
ho time in applying to the house. He had 
ho hesitation in saying, that if any judge 
should recommend to a jury what could 
be construed into a breach of the privi- 
leges of that house, it was the duty of the 
house {o resist, and to guide their course 
according to circumstances, As there 
Was no motion before the ‘house, he 
should only suggest two different modes 
of proceeding, ‘both of which had been 
adopted in the reign of Charles the Se- 
cond, One was in the case of Judge 
Weston, where an impeachment was or 
Hered, and the other, iu the same reign, 
here that measnre-not being deemed ne- 
ee, the matter was allowed to, drop 
‘ithout amy farther discussion, ‘Those 
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‘* who thought the present a case of the 
‘* most serious nature, would probably be of 
** opinion, that the former of these was the 


** preferable mode of while 
“ others ¢gain might be 
‘« that the latter was the most desirable v uy 
‘ of disposing of the present question, He 
« had stated what were the modes of pro= 
‘« ceeding, and it was for the house to say, 


proceeGine 4 


inclined to think 


‘* whether in this case tbe more or less se- 
‘© rious mode ought to be adopted."—=** Sir 
“ Francis Burpett said, the sources from 
“ whence he derived his information as to 
** the recommendation of the jadge, were 
‘© the notes of the short hand wriler em- 
~ ployed to take down the trial, and the iae 
wr formation of his counsel, He esteennd 
‘© these as affording him su'hicient foundation 
‘* for bringing the matter before the house, 
* The only thing he had submitted to the 
** house was the instruction of the 4} 
‘© thal the cisxcumstance of lis taking hiv seat, 
© a thing which was incimbent on him, was 
“© such an approval and ratifi ation of (he 
‘* proceedings had daring the election, as 
“© must subject him in the expense of (ne hus- 
“* tings. He felt himself by no means inte- 
‘« rested in the fate of this discussion. He 
‘* esteemed it to.be the cause of the hou-e, 
** and, if he had taken a vill of exceptions, 
** or adopted any other mode of setting aside 
‘¢ the verdict than that which he now used, 


* in submitting the case to the consideration. 


‘¢ of the house, be should have coucened 
that he subjected himself to a severe cen- 
‘¢ sure for his conduct. He now /e/t it to 
“ the house to defermine-as they thought 
*€ proper, matter dropped, 
and that, too, without one word from the re- 
forming Whigs; except, indeed, from Sir 
Arthar Pigott, who was decidedly against 
any interference on the part of the house. So 
that it is now settled,-. that a 

made to pay tor a part, at least, of the ex- 
penses of ai) election, at which he may have 
been nominated and chosen with 
sent; and even against his will 
newly discovered teature in ‘* ouf vlorious 
constitution,” N ys whether ely nen, or 
not, he may be made to pay, uitnk s§ the {(a- 
hing of the seat be the act whith renie: shim 
liable. Suppose Sir Francis Burdett bad 
been out- pol! ed by the brewer or by the 
late Treasurer of the Navy, Why should he 
not have been made to pay in that case, as 
well as in this case? For, the hustings and 
the books would have been as much used by 
him then, as they have been now ; and, this 
being the case, a little knot of electors have, 
atany time, the powerof half-ruining any 
man, of little fortuae, egsiust whow they 
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871} 
may havea spite. They have nothing to do 
but to nominate him at Westminster, and 
demand a poll in his favour, “to make him 
liable to a share of the High Bailiff's charges. 
Was there ever any thing so monstrous as 
this heard of before ? Is this the constitution 
of England? Is it this that we are called up- 
on to pay and to bleed for? Some peo- 
ple that it is hard, that the expense 
should fall upon the High Bailiff; but, those 
persons are, surely, not informed, that the 
High Bailiff’s is a very lucrative office; that 
he derives his emoluments out of the pockets 
of the people of Westininster ; and that he 
bays his office, vot of tt ose people, but of 
the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. To 
take the elections, in the. city, is one of the 
dulices attached to the High Bailiff’s office ; 
it is one of the purposes for which emolu- 
ments are given him; and, if he pays so 
much to the Dean and Chapter as not to 
Jeive hima sufficiency to-defray the expenses 
of taking elections, the faultis his. or that of 
the Dean and Chapter, and-by no means that 
of the people, who have an undoubted right 
to come and vote for their representatives 
free of all expense, and free of expense to 
those representatives also ; for, it is evident, 
that, if the revresentative be loaded with ex- 
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“ays 


; o~.¢ . - @& 
pense, it must be injurious to the consti-*} 


toent. But, this is the state, into which all 
Is now got. Offices are spoken of as things 
to produce money; and, accordingly, they 
are bought andsold. The duéies are left out 
of the consideration ; or, when requirad to 
be performed, are to be paid for, just in the 
same way as if there were no salary, or-in- 
come, attached to the office. Ail that 
now retpuins for the people of Westminster 
to do, is to resist the Claim of the High Bai- 
Jiff at every election. It would, perhaps, be 
adviseable for the members chosen to await 
the regular process for compelling them to 
take their seats; and, after that, to see what 
the court of king’s bench will do. In the 
meanwhile, it would not be amiss, if the 
comimittee for the last election were to as- 
certain the annual amount of the High 
Bailiff's emoluments; the several sources 
from which they are derived; the price 
which he pays for his office; the uses to 
which the tnoney is applied ; and the origi- 
nal iatention of the grant of such emolu- 
meuts. Such an inquiry will be of great 
use ; it will lead us back to,former times 
aud-usages, and will enable us to hold up 
the constitution to the faces of those, who 





are so vehemently calling upon us to main-, 


taint it. This is the way to fight them. 
** You want us to.spend our Jast shilling, 


“and to shed our last drop of blood, in 
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| gerel his eyes out, before 








, ch be 

** maintaining the constitution do , man of 
“« Well, Aere it is: this is its You : en Ww 
x » here it is; this isit} and, this i” — 
* we are ready to maintain Against all its oor 

enemies, beginning with those whom vein o 
** know to have assailed it,” —— « Aye, you prate th 
“* perverse dogs,” say they, “ we kiow fam ce Pt 
** you are ; but, that is not what we meay) earning 
“* ‘We want you to spend your last shilling they kn 
** and to shed your last drop in defending by the | 
“* what we call the constitution ; that js to Me 
“ say, us and our power and our numerous Me” 
‘* and immense emoluments.”——J; j, the “* 


. “ ’ 
however, quite useless to write, or to ul, ME? 


much, about these things. We all of us ime” aie, 
understand one another very well. Ther. or = 9h 
solution, upon both sides, has, long ago, been ally — 
formed: Time alone can produce any title of 
change ; but, in the meanwhile, on one fm °° 
side all is fear, and, on the other hope, belie 


or, at least, the absence of fear, it being 
impossible to discaver any ground for ap- 
prehension. 

Pitr’s Birra Day.——~—The 28th of May 
was, it seems, the day, which gave this 
man tothe world, and it appears from 4 
publication ‘in the Courier news-paper of 
the 30th, that the anniversary of his birth 
was celebrated on that day, at the Merchant 
Taylor’s- Hall, in the city of London. | 
have read over the long list of the persons, 
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who are said to have been present, and f do ry 
not see tbe name of one single person, who! bo tell 
not, in himself, or his relations, a recewer b word 
of the public money, in one shape or Arter. 
another ; 1 do not see the name of ov % spite 
single independent gentleman ; I do nots eis, ; 





the name of any one person, to whom, %! 
member of parliament, | would give ®/ 
vote. This was as it should be ; and 
proceedings, at the dinner, were perietty 
in Character. Upon the cloth being ™ 
moved, a psalm was sung, 
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se Nol unto us, 
” } ‘ eet 
“© not untous, O Lord, (ce. He.” *y* 


of hired singers, 4n exact imitation of 
proceedings of the “ diverting vagswon™ 
who, from the play-houses and Ure siceo"” 
sernbledto celebratethe triumph of Mio 
ridan and Sir Samuel Hood at West” 
and which triamph, I would have these" 
tors recollect, was but of very short ro 
tion. ——Next followed a lying OS 
the editor of a news-paper 5 8 Pe toil 
cimen of doggerel, but admirably #cy" 


. udience. 
to the subject and to the auc aware 
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composer seemed to be perfect!) ott have th 
the motives of the festival, and, tte inual] 
he took care to say, that, “ nol cost wit ew ti 
‘* can say this noble train, their ae a inegy 
«© sordid ends profane.” ‘This ¥5 ” ., MAmnost 
‘of anticipation; but, Mr. Quis m9) nyme 


he will get ™ 
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£73] 
man of common sense to believe him. Such 
men well know the real motives of this 
meeting; ‘and they know, that they are 
grdidness itself; they know, that to cele- 
prate the birth-day of Pitt, is to inculcate 
the praise of a squandering of the people's 
earnings upon those who do not labour ; 
they know, that this festival was intended, 
by the mass of those who assisted at it, to 
brazen out the acts by which they hac been 
evriched at the public expence. After 
the “Ode” came forth Mr. Firzeerarp 
with a recitation of some still worse doggerel 
of his, which has long been kicked about 
the bookseller’s shops, and serving occasion - 
ally for a shade to their windows, under the 
title of ‘* An independent tribute to the 
“ memory of Mr. Pitt.” 
independence comes from a man, who has, 
] believe, for many years, been in the 
Stamp Office, or in some other office, under 
the ministerof the day, and during his plea- 
sire. This gentleman holds the pen of a 
ready writer. He is always at it. No matter 
what the subject, so that it be but auspicious 
to his little interests, and, as the wise Duke 
said, ‘* scribble, scribble, scribble.” Let 
there be but a dinner toward, and you are 
sure to hear of this Mr. Fitzgerald and his 
odes. Two or three years ago, the news- 
aper people used to let ussee his odes; but, 
f late, they have had the prudence merely 
to fe// us about them. The Courier says not 
word in praise of this ‘* independent tri- 
* bute,” whence I should suppose, that, 
in spite of the poet's indefatigable exertions, 
he is, at last, not very rich, and that he 
Hinds, to his severe mortification, that, 

hile he is obliged to give praise upon mere 
speculation, and upoa very long credit, at 
Dest, he is unable to obtain it ‘except upon 
ondition of high price and prompt pay- 
ment. Since I discovered, that authors 
paid reviewers for suffering them to review 
heir own books, I have ceased to look into 
he London reviews; but, at the time 
When I did, this son of doggerel appeared to 
be in close connection with the reviewers ; 
nd, accordingly, accounts of his insignifi- 
‘ant performances made, frequently, a great 
igure-in those works, which the dupes 
hout the country look upon as the standard 
bf taste. What a life this poor man must 
ead! Continually upon the watch for some 
xcasion of paying his court to those who 
have the power of adding to his salary. Con- 
inually battering his dull. brains for some 
ew tag, asa conveyance for his disgusting 
inegyrick, Of alithe slaves on earth the 
most wretchéd must surely be a slave in 
Haymel——wThe independent tibule’ 
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being finished, the “ principles of Pitt" 
were toasted, with a wish that they might 
continue to inspire the councils of Great 
Britain, which was followed by the tune of 


*€ Britons strike home.” Astonishing im- 
pudence ! As if the public could fail to know, 
that it was during his administration, that 
France became mistress of the continent of 
Europe, and that England became, what she 
now is, a country besieged. These very 
people will tell you, that the situation of the 
country is such, that your only hope is, to 


_ beable to escape being conquered by France. 
| g l ; 


Into this situation we have, it is notorious, 
been brought during the prevalence of the 
principles of Pitt; and yet these peaple 
have the impudence and insolence to tell the 
world, that they glory in those principles, 
and that they wish them still to be acted 
upon. Aye, but they do not mean hese 
principles. ‘hey mean the principles upon 
which the people have been loaded with tex- 
es and themselves loaded with wealth. The 
principles, upon which the enormous grants 
of money bave been made, and upon which 
the hundreds, who could be vamed, have 
been permitted to fatten.—---There appears 
to have been something of a mixture of 
masquerade at this festival ; for, there is a 
speech given (and which | am now about to 
insert), under the nameof ‘‘ the Lord 
** Chancellor,”” which never could have 
come -from any man, being a real Lord 
Chancellor of England. ‘ The Lorp 
‘* CHancetitor, whose feelings were so 
** strongly affected, that it was with gveat 
*¢« difficulty he addressed the company, said, 
‘© that he lamented most bitterly the loss, 
** which the nation and mankind. had sus- 
** tained in the death of Mr. Pitt, and he 
** would offer up his prayers lo a gracious 
‘* Providence that this loss might be supplied 
** by raising up some distinguished charac- 
** ter by the superiority of whose genius and 
‘‘ virtue the protection of the human race 
« might ha secured. His poor endeavours 
*€ he should constantly exert for the benefit 
** of his country ; he was happy in s/w con- 
‘“* fidence of his sovercign, and he revered 
** that august prince, because he knew that 
*¢ he valued the lilerties ot those over whom 
‘‘ he was appointed to reign. He (lord 

‘* Eldon) was vot only the. political friend 
‘* of the eminent statesman whose birth-day 
‘‘ they were now celebrating, but he was 
“‘ the private friend of his heart, and be 

‘* could not advert to the deprivation he had 

‘* suffered without the most poiguant grief, 

« Happy would it have been for him, Aad 

he himself been the precursor of (ie asso« 

** giale of his Losom in the vale of death, I 
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* will, (said his lordship), as far as my en- 


** deavours can go, live in allegiance, if I 


«* may so express myself, to the memory of 


“ that great man; and why will Ido so? 


“* Because by so doing I shall act in the way- 


*' which IT conceive to be mest consistent 
*F'with the interests, the happiness, and 
“* the literties of the people of Great Bri- 
* tain. In all the experience which I have 
** had of the views and conduct of my de- 
*¢ ceased and lamented friend, I have ever 
“© seen that in no moment he neglected the 
** good of ihe state, but always felt the most 
** vigilant and jealous anxiety for the well- 
* being of a// ranks and conditions of men.” 
——Nvo,: I will not, for a moment, sup- 
pose, that this was uttered by a Lord Chan- 
cellor of Eng and. It must have come from 
some methodist preacher, dréssed up in a 
big wig and gown. - The Courier relates, 
that “ upon the close of this speech,thecom- 
pany fegan to retire ;” and, well they might. 
The benediction was all that was wanted after 
this prayer for © all ranks and conditions of 
“ men.” Associate of his bosomin the vale 
of death, indeed | What miserable; what dis- 
gusting staff! What wretched humbng! 
No: the present Lord Chancellor would not 
get drunk; and, | am very sure, that, soker, 
he never would have thus exposed himself to 
aughter—-—Cne of the motives, and the 
principal one, amongst the instigalors of 
this festival, doubtless was, the embarfass- 
ment and mortification of their political op- 
ponents, who have dropped the celebration 
of the birt! <day of their hero, chiefly, per- 
haps, because they are not enough wnited to 
keep it up. “But, why did they not jotn the 
others? Why not go and sing Non Nobis 
Domine ‘* in a ‘superior style?” Why not 
go and clap the ode of Mr. Quin, and the 
‘‘independent tribute” of Mr. Fitzgerald? 
Why not “ offer up their prayers to a 
gracious Providence,”’ “that another Pitt 
might arise “* for the protection of the 
human “race?” Why not’ all this? They 
joined’ these Commemorating” set in voting 
away forty thousand pounds of the people’s 
money ‘to pay’ Pitt's debts, and that, too, 
upon the score of his public services. - Why, 
then, should they ‘not join in celebratirig his 
birth day. When ‘jt had been made clearly 
appear, that Pitt, ‘witheut any authority, 
and without the consent’ or knowledge of 
even his colleagues in office, had lent with- 
out interest forty* thousand pounds of the 
pablic money to two men; ‘who had, at that 
tine, seats in the Honsé 6f Commons, the 
Whigs,’ instead of what the ‘people’ expected, 
proposed a Li/f of indemnity for him. Why 
pot celebrate his ‘birth-day, then. Why 


as . ‘ 


notorious rogues in the nam 
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pout and slink away ? Why not £0 on as 
they were going? From the moment 
they themselves came into power, they be. 
came the eulogists, the open, the avowed 
imitators of Pitt, of whom, upon al] ont 
casions, they spoke as of a great and virtuous 
minister, Why skulk, then? Why no! 
brazen a thing out in abirth-day celebration 3 
And, if they could not get their heads ip 
at Merchant Taylor's Hall, why not have 4 
meeting elsewhere ? ‘This faction js the 
most completely embarrassed and baflled of 
any one that the country ever saw. Eager. 
ness to grasp at power and pelf made them 
join with: and truckle to, the Grenviiles. 
The condition imposed upon them evidently 
was, that they should praise Pitt, and avow 
their intention to imitate his conduct as far 
as possible. ‘This has ‘been to them the 
ebundant sonrce of inconsistencies and dis- 
grace ; and it will’ continue to flow during 
the remainder of their political lives — 
At the birth-day dinner, one toast was, 
** The Spanish nation, and success to the 
“* efforts of its people against the tyranny of 
** Buonaparté,” So, here weare in love with 
the Spaniards, after having seized their fri- 
gates without a declaration of war, and made 
two ‘attempts at seizing their territory in 
South America,’ ‘* The tyranny of Buona- 
parté ; aye, and the tyranny of any Lody 
else. Tyranny is not moretyranny for being 
exercised by Buonaparté.* Our compassion 
for oppressed people seems to lie dormatt 
always, until those people get into te 
clutches of Buonaparté.” For my part, I can 
see no difference in being oppressed and rob- 
bed by him and in being oppressed and robe 
bed by others. ‘What is itto the Spaniards, t 
they’ are to be slaves, whether they be his 
slave s} or the slaves’ of the Prince of Peace. 
or of a set'of tyrants,’’raised up among, 
themselves ? The newspapers have, 0! Jatt, 
entertained us with accounts of the ico) 
of the king’of Spain, of the baseness 0! a 
heir apparent, and_ of the’ rascality of J 
ministers, who, by mere dint of impucen 
and profligacy’ obtained the power he 
pressing the people.. What do these age 
day people want, then ? Do they wan oi 
people of Spain to continue under the . 
system? Can they conceive ‘any ae 


% Py . f 
more galling than that which is exercis®.' 
e ofa slavering 


ideot ? What do they want ? Do they 


want to see a revolution take oe = 
new kind of government set up ° J ae pe 
yet, itis difficult to say what ap oa 
want! ‘Napoleon will not fail, I “i Spi 
to keep a -pretty tight hand over t : 
niards ; but, the question 18, ¢@” 
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of Spain be mere oppressed than they now 
are? This is not the question for us, relative to 
Span: for, it may suit us for the Spaniards 
(y continue slaves under their present rulers 
rather than be free (if that were likely to be 
the case) uoder Napoleon, But, it zs the 
question, and the only question, for the 
geople of Spain ; and, whatever may be the 
wishes of the birth-day gentry, they may 
be assured, that, if the people of Spain feel 
that they cannot change for the worse, they 
will make no resistance against the French. 
When mere life is all that a man has left to 
preserve; when the government has proceed- 
ed, inch by inch, till he bas stripped him 
tothe skin; when bare existence is all that 
ie can call his own, it is too much to 
expect him to hazard that, to place that in 
immediate and imminent danger, lest the 
object ot his allegiance should be changed. 
Being satisfied that nothing worse can come, 
he will naturally wish for a change ; because 
in any change, be it what it may, the 
chances are in his favour. This is as plain, 
and the conclusion as infallible, as that of 
the resuit of any question in the rule of three. 
Jit must be so, and it will be so, in spite of 
alithe toasts and allthe psalms and all 
the pravers of the Pittites and their underlings. 
——lt appeats to me, that there is another, 
and avery sufficient reason, for a people, 
who, like the Spaniards, are held in slavery 
by their domestic tyrants, wishing toexchange 
that tyranny for the tyranny of aman like 
Napoleon, Men fiad an apology to them: 
selves for quietly submitting to the commands 
of a great conqueror and immense armies, It 
is evident to all the world, in such a case, 
that resistance is vain; and, therefore, there 
is no disgrace in submission. But, to sub- 
mit to a band of tame intriguing rogues, 
who, under the names of law and justice, 
80 completely immesh the people as to make 
one half of them the spies upon, and the 
plunderers and hangmen of the other half, 
is an infamy that man canpot bear with avy 
degree of patience. When things arecome to 
this pass, resistance is full as vain heze as in 
the other case ; but the fact is not so evident 
to the world; and the slave cannot make to 
himself. the same apology. Any nation, 
however numerous, wise, end brave, may 
be conquered and enslaved by a superior 
foreign force, and may be well entitled to 
the compassion and respect of the world ; 
but, a nation which is enslaved by domestic 
tyrants, which does, in fact, enslave itself, 
is, and ought to be, an object of universal 
contempt. It is, therefore, quite natural, 


that men should be, as we have recently 
Seen them, in so many instances, ready to 





| Morning Post was. 
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exchange a domestic for a foreign tyranny, 
even supposing that they are sure, that the 





latter will be as severe as the former. I 
have often been amused by the earnest ex 
hortations of the Courier and the Marning 
Post, addressed to the inhabitants of countries 


| about to be invaded by Napoleon, calling 


upon them, *‘ in the sacred name of dilerty,” 
to come forth and be chopped down to the 
Jast man, rather than sutter their gountry to 
be plundered by the French, Alas! poor 
fellows, if they could have read these disine 
terested exhortations, they would not have 
been able to understand one word of them, 
‘To tatk to them about lilerty and property 
is like talking tothe African about frost and 
snow. If they had known the meaning of 
the words, their answer would have been: 
Why man, we have no liberty to pre- 
serve, we are already plus ered to the 
** very skin; and we defy the French to 


** plunder any body but those who now 


‘* plunder us, aud who insult us into the 
“* bargain.” Jf the Morning Post could 
have received an answer from some ot these 
people, how foolish its editor would have 
looked. The people; who were about to be 
invaded by the French, were full as good 
judges of their situation and interests.as the 
‘They well knew that 
they cou/d not be plundered; or they would 
have fought to keep ont the plunderer, 
The thing speaks for itseif. We all will do 
much to guard our own possessions. ‘The 
most cowardly of mankind will scratch and 
bite those who come to take away their food 
and raiment; and, therefore, when a popu- 
Jous nation suffers itself to be overrun by a 
foreign enemy, we may be assured, that 
the people in general of that nation do not 
think that that enemy will, or can, do them 
any harm. ‘There is a sort of intuitive rea- 
soning, which jeads peopie to conclude, that 
the enemy, be be what be may, will not 
take away people's food, vor make tae land 
barren. ‘Lhe Morning Post reasons in a 
different way. Jt sopposes all the world 
made for the use of England; that, any 
longer than a country can be of use to 
England it cannot be considered as any other 
then base and infamous; and, of course, 
that, when itis overrun by the French, it 
is become base and infamous, and may as 
well be annihilated at once, Bui, so reason 
not the people of other countries. They 
consult their own happiness; and, if they 
think they shall be bappier under the domi- 
nion of the French than they now are, 
‘though we may regret this opinion of theirs, 
we can have uo right to abuse them for act- 
ing upon it. ——Ong moye toast, and then I 
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shall take my leave of this festival: ‘* The 
* present administration, and shecess to their 
“measures.” ‘his toast, the historian tells 
ms, was drank with enthusiasm, epproach- 
ioe to indications of madness, and the ap- 
plause, the “ tumult" of which it is qnite 
RUpOssible for him to describe, continued 


for near a quarter of an hour; upon which 
Boe may exclaim with honest Casea, 
‘* what a deal of foul breath was there 


‘© uttered !"’ 


ty 
the 


it must have been amusing: to 
ministers (who were almost all present; 
ve) to see this sirife of sycophancy; to 
see the cundidates for sharing in the taxes 
placing their reliance upon the strength of 
their lungs; to observe all their various 
tricks to attrect attention, and to catch a 


Ovoser 


promising glanee from the dispensers of | 


favour. And, then, if one cenld have fol- 
lowed them to their several abodes ; to have 
heard them, in their half-drunken moments 
of bliss; blab out their sanguine expecta- 
tions; tell ofthe nod received from one 
great man, the smile from another, and the 
squeeze from a third ; hold consultation upon 
the purport of half-uttered phrases ; estimate 
the value of monosyllables and winks of the 
eye ; and then, again, to have seen them, 
as the fumes of the liquor evaporated, 
relapse. into the doubts and fears that ac- 
companied them to the festival of venality ; 
if one could have witnessed this, then might 
one have exclaimed, thus, O, Pitt! by 
such men, and in such a manner, ought the 
hour of thy birth ever to be commemorated ! 

Hotley, 2d June, 1808, 


REPORT MADE TO THE ELECTORS OF WEST- 
MINSTER, ON THE 23D oF MaAy, 1808, 
BY THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO CON- 
DUCT THE ELECTION IN FAVOUR OF SIR 
FRANCIS BURDETT. 

That when your Committee had the 
pleasnre of meeting their constituents on the 
2gth of June, 1807, they were not prepated 
to make a regular Report of the principles 
and motives which governed tireir conduct 
doring the late election; their time bad 
been taken up in exciting the Electors to as- 
sert their independence, and in giving effect 
fo the means by which their glorious tri- 
‘omph was to be celebrated ——Your Com- 
‘mittee think it necessary to take a rapid sur- 
vey of the former and present state of the 
Representation of Westminster; that you 
may distinctly see, what has been attained by 
the energy you displayed when acting for 
‘vourselyes ; that yon may ascertain what yet 


Jemuins to be done, and what are the means . 


by which it may be effected. — It will fot -be 
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necessary to remind this Meeting of the-con- | 


(880 
tests carried on in Westminster by the hie 
and Tory factions, in the early pare of the 

‘ present reign, much less of those carried - 
by the Pitts and Dandasses on the one hand. 
and thé Foxites on the other, in the settee 
1784 and 1788. . These last must be in the 
memory of most of us, and thé facts relating 
to them are, as they have been descriied hy 


i Dy 
an eloquent and inflexible patriot, « sua’. 
ciently notorious, and more than sufficient|y 
infamous.” But, it may not be annecessary 
to observe, that the enormous expence at 

which these contests were carried on was too 
great even for the princes, lords, and place. 
men of the respective factions. This ex. 
pence, together with the acknowledged utter 
impossibility of obtaining any legal decision 
on the merits of the return, induced the 
leaders of beth Factions, who never coalesce 
but to deprive the people of their rights, 
jointly to issue their decree to prevent any 
thing like a free choice at any future Elec- 
tion in Westminster. The name of one 
person in each faction was to be inserted in 
the return, and these men were unblushing- 
ly to be called Representatives of the People. 
—One public-spirited individual was found, 
however, to offer himself as an instrument 
in the hands of the people in the year 1790, 
to destroy the effect of the mandates of their 
new tyrants. This attempt, though not 
successful, was not without beneficial conse- 
quences ; and “ more principle was infused 
into the public mind in seventeen days, than 
the Factions had been able to destroy ia 
more than seventeen years.” The attempt 
was renewed in 1796, and was countenanced 
by a far greater number of suffrages. ‘The 
Factions were more fully exposed, and the 
people became less inattentive to the fate of 
their country. From that period to bie 
death of Mr. Fox, the seats for Westminxet 
continued at the disposal of the Factions; 
but, it is not to be doubted, that the seeds of 
public spirit, which were scattered with rf 
sparing hand in 1790 and 1796, have contt': 
buted.to produce the glorioas even! which 
we are now met to celebrate. —The death 0! 
Mr. Fox forms an era in the representatio? 
for Westminster. The people had = 
with disgust another coalition of men, . . 
‘‘ had been long contending for boat 
der, the government, and the painone 
the country.” They had seen these i 
unite and seize the reins of govero ‘a 
and they ‘had seem, too, every professio? © 
favour of Reform, or the Rights of ted 
ple, sacrificed at the shrine of "if Tory 
‘rendered to the arbitrary. pri Pipe lea 
Grenvilles &y apostate Whigs.— solito 
of the Factions sppeared fer more: 
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Sestupon, he would qovethe world.” You 


881] 
to fix a successor to Mr. Fox's vacant place | 
inthe cabinet, than to appoint one to fill his 
seat as representative for Westminster, and 
the abused, and disgusted electors, became 
indifferent spectators of the scene, This 
general apathy gave rise to various proies- 
sions of service: men of any character, men 
of no character and of infamous character, 
talked of offering themselves as candidates. 





Butthese political adventurers fled vefore the 
heit of thepowertul House of Northumberland. 
Kai] Percy became the successor to Fox. But 
he came not to the contest at the General 
Election which took place immediately af- 
terwards, Atthis election the feelings of 
the electors were excited by the most gene- 
rous motives. A desire to protect and sup- 
port the proscribed. A man was presented 
to them, who with the countenance of the 
Wiig faction, when out of place, had 
brought serious Charges against a supposed 
Indian delinquent. ‘These Charges he per- 
severed in: but such perseverance no longer 
suited the Whigs. . They were now ip 
place, and one condition of their being so, 
appeared to be, that the accused should be 
screened, not from conviction only, but also 
from inquiry, That the exertions of the 
electors were not on that occasion successful, 
was owing partly to the coalition of the can- 
didates supported by the respective Factions, 
and partly by the arts of those prostituted 
lection Iutriguers employed by one of 
them. Fortunately for the country, that 
parliament had a speedy and sudden death. 
The King ** appealed to what was called 
the Sense of His people,” and nobly, and 
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| yours ; 








gloriously did you answer that appeal.—At | 


ail the Elections for Westminster which have 
passed before our eyes, houses have been 
voted for which were empty, or inhabited by 
women, or foreigners, or by that description 
of people who are worse than useless, the 
bane of every free state, those who, for their 
own private ends, affect to think their suf- 
frage unnecessary, and those who having too 
much virtue to vote against their conviction, 
have not svfficient firmness to do so against 
their interest.—To remedy these evils a plan 
is under the consideration of your committee. 
They are not without bope that these mis- 
chiefs may, in a great degree, be parried, if 
not intirely overthrown, And they have no 
doubt, that in carrying such a plan into exe- 
cution, they shall receive that liberal support 
which has characterized the Electors of 
Westminster.—You will now perceive what 
vet remains te be done. You have a foot- 
hold, and never forget the proposition of the 
great Archimedes, that had jhe a place ‘‘ to 
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have possessed yourselves of one seat, it was 
attain the other—-it is equally your 
right. But never relinquish that which you 
have so honourably recovered. Nubly de- 
fend, what you have so bravely won.—-The 
recent events which have taken place in the 
Court of King’s Bench, call upon your Com- 
mittee to state to you explicitly the Tacts 
relating to that part of the subject; in order 
that the false impressions which have gone 
forth, countenanced by high authority, may 
not continue on your minds or that of the 
public. And to this part of the report, your 
committee request your particular attention, 
—In consequence of the Resolutions passed 
at this house the 4th of May, 1807, one of 
which declares, ‘‘ That it would Le to the 
‘* immortal honour of the City of Westmin- 
*€ ster, and afford a great and glorious ax- 
“ ample to the Electors of the United 
‘ Kingdom, that you should return Sir 
** Francis Burdett to Parliament, free from 
*« every sacrifice and expense to himself, 
“*« upon independent principles, consonant to 


the genuine spirit of the constitution of 


« Ingland, which declares that ‘* elections 
© «© shall be free and without corrupiior.” 
Your committee determined, as one 
mean to reduce the expense, to put the le- 
gality ofthe claims of the high bailiff to the 
test. For this purpose, they announced to 
him on the night before the commencement 
of the election, that some electors intended to 
offer their votes to Sir F. Burdett. ‘The 
high bailiff then demanded that they should 
enter into an engagement to pay the expen- 
ces he usually charged. ‘This was peremp- 
torily refused. He then said ** be would 
not receive the poll :” but, on a little reflee- 
tion, added, ‘‘ Do not take this for a defi- 
nitive answer, let it stand over til] the morm- 
ing.” In the morning he found he must 
take the poll, and he agreed to do so, “* re- 
serving his rights.” Whatever his rights 
might be your committee were willing 
should be reserved, but they were determined 
not to sacrifice yours by entering into bis 
terms. They then desired that check 
clerks, &c. might be admitted to the hus- 
tings; which he refused, unless the agree- 
ment were signed. Your committee re- 
plied, ‘* that if he granted such admissions 
to candidates who agreed to pay his charges, 
and refused them to you who resisted his il- 
legal demand, he would be guilty of gross 
partiality ip the execution of his eflice, which 
would subject him todeprivatian and impri- 
sonment. Under the terrors of Newgate, 
then, be gave those admissions which the 
Jord chief justice bas called a fayour accept- 
ed by yous committee, and which he said 
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expense for erecting the hustings. ‘The 
high bailiff did, indeed, observe, ‘* that he 
knew Sir Francis Burdett to be a man of ho- 
nour, and that he was sure be would pay 
hios.” To this it was replied, ‘* that Sir F. 
B. was ignorant of his intended nomination : 
that he knew nothing of the Committee, 
that he had nothing to do with them, nor 


they with him, and that the high bailiff | charge of his duty to yoy and to our country 


might depend upon it, Sir F. 8. would not 
pay him otie farthing.” And this is the re- 
ply which it has been contended proves the 
speaker to be the agent of Sir F. B. And, 
if he was vot the agent, then, it is said, this 
protest is nugatory and useless; and it is 
still more absurdiy contended, that Sir FB. 
becaine a candidate eight months after he 
had been elected and returned. And, by 
what act think you? Why, by taking his 
seat in that house to which you had sent him 
as your servant, against his own inclination 
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‘mplied a consent to pay a proportion of the | court. 


| 


[Res 
: It has now become the imperious 
duty of your Committee, to carry ito f r 
and complete effect the Resolutions of the 
4th of May, and their repeated declarations 
during the election, that it should be con. 
ducted free of every expense to Sir F. = 
And, let the final issue be what it may. your 
committee will not suffer Sir F, B. to spend 
one shilling of his own money in the (is. 
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—Your committee now present you wit! an 
Account of the Expences they have incurred 
and the Subscriptions intrust d to their 
hands: assuring you, that every thing has 
been conducted on their part with the most 
rigid economy. 
Amount of expenses during 
the election ...... om 
Amount of the chairing, pro 
cession, and presenting the 





repeatedly expressed, and to attend his duty | 
in which he might have been forcibly carried | Incidental and Jaw expenses in 


by the serjeant at arms, For this act, a ver- 
dict has under the direction of the judge in 
an action brought by the high bailiff, been 
given against Sir F. B. for a proportion of 


the charge for erecting hustings, and of ano-: | 


ther charge imposed by law specifically on 
candidates only.—That Sir F. B. was not a 
candidate express or implied, has been abun- 
dantly shewn by what has been stated, by 
his own declarations, and by the Addresses 
and Resolutions of your committee, before 
and since, and during the election. Your 
committee conceived, that they had taken 

















car, &c. to Sir F. B........ 515 8 2 
Advertisements and printing 

00 thie dagisi. cas ibn oi 5. 83 5 0 

moving fora newtrial.... 30 3 6 

#21409 11 0 

By subscriptions ....... jiiai2G0 13 0 

Pamphlets sold........ poser al 4 9 

1291 17 9 

Balance against the treasurer. s&€117 12 3 





Not including the yet unascertained ex- 
pense of the action with the high baiur— 


every possible precaution to avoid implicating | Your Committee have great satisfaction in 
Sir F. B. in any of their acts, by not having | observing, that the conduct adopted by the 


the slightest communication with him di- 
rectly or indirectly, and, it therefore, never 
occurred to them, that any action would be 
brought against him on that account. Sir 
FB, too, with that delicacy which belongs 
to his character, did not, as it was in a great 
measure a pecuniary subject, announce the 
commencement of the action to your com- 
mittee ; and your committee had not a pro- 
per opportunity of giving that assistance 
which otherwise might have been done, as to 
the facts of the case on thetrial, You are 
acquainted with the result—Though your 
committee had much reason to be satished, 
that the unfounded claims of the high bailiff, 
—claims so injurious to the fair freedom of 
election, —had been very materially reduced; 
yet they were greatly disappointed that the 
important principle for which they had been 
contending had not been decided ; and they, 
therefore, requested Sir F.B.to move for a 
new trial,—which has been refused by the 








Electors of Westminster, has excited the at- 
tention of the country, and afford the best 
hopes, that, on a future occasion, it will be 
imitated by the electors in other parts ol the 
kingdom.—-You have attacked corruption 1 
its strong hold; you have reduced and pos- 
sessed yourselves of one of the princ! pal for 
tresses of the enemy. Upon the first cca 
sion you will again take the field :—if - 
again conquer—if the people of this country 
follow up the example you have set them, 
and they should fortunately succeed —they 
will confound the treasons of your domesti¢ 
enemies, and England will bid defiance '° 
any foreign foe; although he may have * 
tained the dominion of all the earth besices: 
—(Signed) By order of the Committers 
Samuet Brooxs, Chairman.— London,’ ay 
23, 1808. 
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CURATES BILL. 


Stx,——The open attacks of the rectors 
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against their curates, is manifesied in Berk- | 
shire, and the snesking aitempts of those in | 
Suffolk and Norfolk, without daring to give 
their signatures to advertisements, issued af- 
ter many private calls and underhand ma- 
neuvres, demand from every man of honour 
and candour, a manly and decisive notice. — 
Those who are not of the clergy at all, are 
now called upon to manifest their senti- 
ments. Has the séafe no interest in the dis- 
position of clerical property ? Is the patron 

age of men who hold property in various 
counties to be bartered: by connivance, and 
the state to be forbidden from every inquiry 
and every protection of the ministry ? Then 
Jet the establishment fail, as fall it must if 
unaided by the wisdom of parliament. Cle- | 
rical proprietors of tithes may wish to Jegis- | 
jate for their curates; but, surely, a little 
modesty will induce them to submit to legis- 
lators in parliament, and not advertise for | 
meetings and petitions against the Stipen 

diary Curates’ Bul, lest the principal /aymen 
should counteract their advertisements, by 
offering their disinterested greatness, to shel- 
ter the unprotected and ‘unenvied curates, 
and by calling thei together by advertise- 
ment, make tnquiry into the decimal arith- 
metic whereby their salaries are adjusted, A 
conversation last week upon the increase of 
servants’ wages, excited from a_ rector this 
odd reply, “ Port wine is now an hundred 
pounds per pipe, and I have been forced to 
advance my first footman to thirty-five | 
pounds per annum rather than part with | 
him;” when this same rector told his curate 
afew days before, that he must agree at 
twenty-five pounds per annem, and no fees, 
(and preach every Sunday ! ! !)—'Phe salary 
of the curates wants to be as unequivocally 
known to parliament, as the salary of its 
navy or army subalterns, aid no objection 
arises to a clerical annual list, beyond what 
may be objected to a navy or army list.—— 
(The bookseller would be well paid, and their 
names and addresses may be easily obtained, 
as every archdeacoy, as well as every bishop, 
has a copy of the return in‘his own depart- 
ment.) The seven ili favoured and lean 
fleshed kine, as some rectors fear, would de- 
vour the seven well-favoured and fat-fleshed; 
and themselves be obliged to diminish the 
wages of the pampered menjal, at whose in- 
sulting hands the curate receives his £’25, 
with a remark upon Ais own better pay !— 
With an appearance of fairness, it is ad- 
vanced, that asmall living can only afford a 
smal! stipend to a curate. True! if the in- 
cumbent be not a pluralist, and depend upon 
his small preferment only, for his comforts. 
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But in many cases the smail living is (only) 


_ 


held to pay the keep of an extra horse or ser- 


_ vant, or for local convenience ; and then, 


surely, all consideration. is due to the offi- 


| clating minister, and the size of the preter- 


ment is not then the on/y proper standard 
for the stipend of the curate, The questi n 
ought not to be between rectors and curates 
any longer. It is a question between the 
state and the clergy. ‘There is an establish- 
ment of which kings and queens are the 
nursing fathers and the nursing mothers. 
Curates are the efficient troops, Parsonage 
houses are their proper barracks, Whatever 
the state judges to be serviceable to the cause 
must and ought to be adopted. Nothing can 
be more contemptible than the pitiful and 
avaricious atleimpt to cry down the proceed- 
gs of government, by an association of ei- 
ther rectors or curates against the wisdom of 
the legislature ‘The curates of some parisb- 
es have not had a gu'nea from their rectors 
these mauy years, al d have bived upon the 
scrapings of low fees, ‘till they grind the 
poor to maintain thensselves. ‘These things 
ought not to be. The glorying of such rece 
tors over their curates is not good, though 
they should be enabled to dv” with thetr ap- 
peal the ears of the upper house, who may 
not consider that every parish oner upon 
their estates is interested in the fate of the 
bill, inasmuch as the needy curate is an ob- 
ject of compassion and benevolence io the 
congregation in which he preaches. —Yours, 
&e.—C. D.—May 27, 1808. 
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SECOND REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE DISTILLATION OF SUGAR AND MO- 
LASSES.—Ordered lo be printed Sisl May, 
1808. 

The committee appointed to enquire, and 
report, how far, and under what circum- 
stances, it may be practicable and expe- 
dient to confine the distilleries of the 
United Kingdom to the vee of Sugar and 
Molasses only; and also what other provi- 
sion ean be made for the relief of the 
growers of sugar in the British West In- 
dia Colonies; and to report the same, 
with. their observations and opinion there- 
upon, from time to time, to the House :-—~ 
and who were empowered-to report the 
minutes of the evidence taken before 
them ; 

Have, pursuant to the order of the 
bouse, further examined the matters to 
them referred; and have come to the fol- 
lowing Report. Your committee after hav- 
ing presented their First Report, lost no time 
in prosecuting the enquiries pointed out to 
them, in the order by which they were COn- 
stituted; conceiving that if by legislative 
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Tua) could 5e created, material relief would 
be sttorded to the planter, enabling him to 
diminish the quantity of the inferior sugars 
now imported, by converting a portion of 
thenr into that spirit, their first attention was 
directed to the most eligible means of ac 

complishing this object ——Understanding 
that au extensive trade in foreign spirits is 
carried on under the protection of lieences 
from the privy council, and of neutral flags, 
and that thereby a great encouragement is 
given to a staple commodity of the enemy, 
while a proportionate discouragement is 
thrown in the way of the consumption of 
West India rum, your committee cajled be- 
fore them several persons concerned in the 
continental trade, with a view to ascertain 
the fact, and to learn the manner in which 
the traffic is carried on; and also two gen- 
tlemen connected with the boards of cus- 
toms and excise, fully capable of informing 
them, whether any loss would accrue to the 
revenue by prohibiting or discouraging the 
importation of foreign spirits in future ; and 
how that loss might be compensated, should 
any such be expected to arise —It appears, 
that foreign brandy and Geneva are among 
the enumerated articles, the importation of 
which is permitted by the general war or- 
der of the king in council. ‘The expenses 
of freight and insurance however are too 
fieavy, aud the risk of seizure by our 
cruizers, and condemnation in our prize 
courts, is too great to allow the trade to be 
carried on with any prospect of advantage 
under the authority of such a general order. 
The merebants of this country therefore ap- 
ply to the privy council for particular licen- 
ces; which being granted, neutral vessels 
are chartered, by which under these licences 
a trade is securély carried on, which other- 
wise would not exist. The ships proceed in 
ballast for the hostile port, taking with them 
neither Britisi: manufactures nor colouial 
produce, which would render them liable to 
confiscation. They bring back foreign spi- 
rits, wine, and frait, but neither raw silk, 
nor any other article useful to the British 
manufacturer. ‘Those cargoes are chiefly 
paid for by bills of exchange. As this trade 
affords. great encouragement to one of the 
chief staples of the enemy, without promo- 
ting in the smallest degree the welfare of the 
shipping, manufacturing, or colonial inte- 

rests of this country, it is evidently the po- 

licy, as we are led to believe it is the prac- 

tice of the French government, to connive 

at its continuance, and to protect it. The 
sound policy of this country would seem to 
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€.couragement an increased consumption of | 


a 
(Seg 
| of a trade, in which the advantage iS reap. 
| ed by the enemy; particularly as by go doing 
the produce of our own.colonies, and spirits 
the mannfacture of our own country, would 
replace those so withdrawn from the mar- 
ket.—It appears'that the quantity of foreign 
spirits for which duty was paid in the last 
year, was 2,101,187 gallons, and that the 
gross amount of the duty was 21,336,973, 
The duty of customs and excise per galion, 
on foreign spirits, is 163. 14d.; on rum, 
11s. 244. and the excise duty on British spi- 
rits, exclusive of the malt duty, is 7s. 284, 
It would seem that a bare substitution of g 
consumption of the same quantity of spirits 
at a lower duty, would occasion a certain 
loss to the revenue. Mr. Jackson calculates 
that loss at 786,000 per annum ; and pre- 
suming only on a bare substitution of quantity, 
thinks, that in order to prevent any deficit, 
and at the same time to preserve the present 
difference between the duties on rum and 
British spirits, an addition of 2s. Sd. per gal- 
lon on each of these articles would be re- 
quired. But such additional duty, in the 
opinion of your committee, could not be im- 
posed without considerable danger of perma- 
nently diminishing the consumption of those 
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sequire the prohibition or discouragement 
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articles. — As the flavour of foreign geneva is 
well imitated in this country, and as brandy 
can be made strongly resembling the foreign 
spirit, it is impossible to believe that ram 
alone would be substituted in the room of 
any quantity of these spirits, which the re- 
commendation of this re ight withdraw 
from the market. Should the consumption 
of rum however be increased by the amount 
of one-third of the foreign spirits which paid 
duty last year, that increase would rise to 
700,000 gallons. The adyantage gained by 
the West Indian interest would not stop 
here; as a demand for an additional quant'- 
ty of British brandy would create a market 
for a proportionate quantity of sugar and 
moiasses, those being the materials from 
which the best imitation of foreign brandy 
can be produced. It is proper to ssc 
that the present emb jin the ports © 

the United States will throw-a large quastily 
of rum on the market of the mother a 
try, which affords an additional inducement 
to your commixtee to recommend any oo 

sure likely to increase the home “groans 

of that spirit.—The re-exportation ipsa 
country of the brandy brought in on licence, 
is not considerable; the North of a. 
being chiefly supplied by the prize sP' Be 
No duty is retained on the re-export 10 
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orders in cguncil has-added a duty of Sd. per | 
gallon. In some instances it may be ex- 

ported dety free. This trade has enjoyed 

these advantages only since the introduction 

of the warehousing system; as, before that 

period, rum alone could be exported without 

duty; the consequence is, that rum must 

have lost what the other spirit gained in the 

export trade. The most obvious mode of 
preventing the importation and use of fo- | 
reign spirits, would be by a law of direct 
prohibition. Mr. Frewin states, that the 
difficulty of preventing smuggling would not | 
be rendered greater than at present, even by | 
atotal prohibition of the trade; and Mr. | 
Jackson thinks that the contraband trade 
might be more effectually checked under a 
change of system, than by adhering to the | 
present mode of granting licences and impo- 
sing high duties. Batin case it should be 
deemed more expedient to adopt the mode 
of laying on a high additional duty, the re- 
venue might receive its compensation for the 
diminished consumption of foreign spirits, in 
part by the increzsed consumption of British 
made or colonial spirits, which ata lower 
price would more than replace the quantity 
of that diminished importation, and in part 
by the increased amount of the duty on that 
reduced quantity of foreign spirits, which 
would even under these circumstances con- 
tinue to’ be consumed. Actuated by these 
considerations, your committee recommend, 
either that the importation and use of fo- 
reiga spirits should be prohibited during the 
war, or thatthe duties of customs and excise 
on all such épirits imported should be greatly 
increased; and in the Jatter case, they also 
submit'that it would ‘be highly expedient to 
lay a heavy duty on their re-exportation to 
any part of the world.—-— Your committee 
conceiving that the greatest encouragement 
which could be given to the consumption of 
rum, would be to equalize the duties on that 
article and British spirits, examimed. several 
witnesses with a view to ascertain. the pro- 
bable effects of such a measure. The evi 

dence shews, that very great relief would 








thus be:afforded to the-planter; but it is ob 


jected, on the part of the distillers, that they 
could not stand the competition, and that 
material~injury, if mot entire rain to. their 
trade, would be the consequence. If so, per- 
faanent injury would also be done to the 
market for grain, which is mow -afforded by 
the distilleries. Your conimittee therefore 
refrainy from recommending the equalization 
of ‘the daties on rua and British spirits, to 
the consideration of the house. -- Your com- 
mi tee are proceeding in the examination of 


other matters, which they conceive to be in-. ) 
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cluded in the order of the house, and hope 
to be enabled shortly to lay a third report oa 
your table, They are induced 0 present 
this report separately, not only because it re- 
lates to a separate and distinct object, but 
also, that no time may be lost in acting upon 
the recommendation contained in it. 
NEW ANNUITY PLAN. 

The following are the Resolutions moved 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the 
13th of May last, when he opened his Plan 


| for granting Annuities :— 


1, That it wouid tend to a more speedy 


| and ethcient reduction of the national debr, 
| and:would at the same time be of material 
accommodation and couvenience to the pub- 


lic, if every proprietor of three per cent, 
consolidated or reduced bank annuities were 
at liberty to exchange, with the commis- 
sioners for the reduction of the national 
debt, such bank annuities fora life annuity 
during the continuance of a single life, to be 
named by such proprictor ; or for a life ane 
nuity during the continuance of the lives of 
two persons to be hamed by such proprietor, 


| and of the life of the !oiger liver of such 


_—-— 


ee 


two nominees.—2. Theat, in: order to give 
effect to the aforegoing resolution, every 
proprietor of 3 per cent. consolidated or re- 
duced bank annusties, who shall be desirous 
of exchanging any such bank aunuities for 
a life annuity on the continuance of a single 
lite, shall, on transferring to the commis- 
sioners for the reduction of the national 
debt any such bank aunuities, be entitled, 
during the continuance of his or her life, .o 
of the life of some other person to be named 
by him or her, to receive (under such regu- 
lations as Parliament may deem it expedient 
to adopt) for every «£100 of such bank an- 
nuities, and so in proportion for any greates 
sum than £100 of such annuities, transfers 
red to the said commissioners, .a life annuity 
of such annual amount, according to the age 
of the nominee, and the average price of 
such bank annuities op the nearest open «1 
preceding the day of the transfer thereof, 
as is specified in the following table. . [This 
table is pruuting.}—3. That, in ‘order .to 
give further effect to.the aforegoing resolu- 
lion, every proprietor of 4&3 per cent. cone 
solidated or reduced bank annuities, who 
shall be desirous of exchanging any seach 
-bank annuities for a life annuity in the.con- 
tinuance of the lives of two persons, . to ba 
named by auch proprietor (of whom such 
‘proprietor may be one) end the Jife of the 
longer liver of them, shall on ai 
the commissioners for the reduction of 
national debt any such bank annuities, be 
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entitled, during the continuance of such 
two lives, and of the life of the longer liver 
of them, to receive (tinder such regulations 
as parliament may deem it expedient to 
adopt) for every £100 of such bank annui- 
ties, and so iv proportion for any greater 
suin than #100 of such annuities, transfer- 
red to the said commissioners, a life annuity 
of such annual amourit, according to the 
respective ages af such two. nominees and 
the average price of such bank annuities on 
the nearest open day preceding the day of the 
transfer thereof, as is specified in the fol- 
lowing tables. —| These tables are printing. ] 
—4 ‘That no person shall be admitted to 
be a pominee, either for the grant of an an- 
niity for the continuance of a single life, 
or for the grant of an annuity for the con- 
tinusnce of two lives and of the longer liver 
of them, who shall be under the age of 
thirty-five years—5. That the dividends 
payable in respect of the bank annuities, 
which shall be transferred to the commis- 
sioners for the reduction of the national 
debt, in exchange for life annuities, shall be 
received by the said commissioners, and 
shall constitute a part of the funds applicable 
to the reduction of the national debt; and 
that out of the said funds applicable to the 
reduction of the national debt, the said com- 
missioners shall pay the respective life annui- 
ties granted in exchange for such bank an- 
nuities during the continuance of the re- 
spective lives for which the same shall be 
payable; and that the said respective life 
ananities shall be payable half yearly at the 
bank of England, on the same days on 
which the dividends on the stock transferred 
for the purchase thereof, may be payable 
in every year; and the first payment of 
every annuity shall commence on the same 
day on which the first dividend on the bank 
annuities so transferred shall be payable to 
the said commissioners; and that upon the 
death of an} single nominee, or of the sur- 
vivor of any two joint nominees, a sum 
equal to one-fourth part of the annuity de- 
pendant upon his or her life shall be paid to 
the persons entitled to such annuity, or bis 
or her executors or administrators, as the 
c#se may be, provided the same shall be 
claimed within two years after the death of 
such single.or surviving nominee ; and that 
the annual sum payable for every such life 
annuity so ceasing as aforesaid, shall thence- 
forth revert to and constitute part of the 
funds applicable to the reduction of the na- 
tional debt.—6. That for the purpose of as- 
certaining the effect of the measure proposed 
‘fa the aforegoing resolutions, with refe- 
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rence to the redemption of the poblic debt, 
a separate account shall b+ kept half yearly 
by the commissionegs for the reduction of 
the national debt of all bank anndities which 
shall have been transferred to them for the 
purchase of any life annuities, and of the 
dividends receivable by them. in respect 
thereof, up to the period of such account ; 
distinguishing therein so much of the. said 
bank an wuities as shall have been transferred 
in the course of the next immediately pre- 
ceding half-year.—Also, a half yearly ace 
countof the amount of all the life annuities 
granted by them up to the period of such 
account, distinguishing therein the amount 
of the life annuities which shall have been 
granted in the course of the next imme- 
diately preceding half-year; and also of the 
amount of all the annual sums which, up 
to the period of the said account, shall by 
reason of the deaths of nominees have re- 
verted to the fands applicable to the reduc- 
tion of the national debt, distinguishing 
therein the amount of sach annual sums as 
shall have so reverted in the course of the 
next immediately preceding half-year, to- 
gether with an account of the amount of life 
annuities then payable; and that in every 
such account shall be specified the excess in 
the whole amount of all the life annuities 
then before granted above the amount of the 
dividends receivable in’ respect of all the 
bank annuities then before transferred for 
the purchase of life annuities; and also the 
excess (if any) in the amount of the life an- 
nuities then payable above theamountof such 
dividends.—And thata separate account shall 
also bo kept half yearly of the capital stock, 
which, upto the period of such account, shall 
have been redeemed by the application of the 
annual sums which shall from time to time 
have so reverted to the said-funds by rea- 
son of the death of nominees, and by 
the application of the accumulated dividends 
of the capital stock redeemed thereby. 
Also, an account of the whole amount of 
£3 per cent capital stock, which, up to the 
period of such account would have been 
redeemed by the excesses in the amount 
of the life annuities from time to time 
payable by the said commissioners above 
the amount of the dividends from time 
to time receivable by them, in respect [0 
the Bank annuities transferred for the pur- 
chase of such life annuities, in case 80 
excesses had been intermediately applied 
in the redemption of £3 per cont s 

in the manner prescribed by the laws now 
in force for the reduction of the nations 
debt. sip ip 








03) 


SwEDEN 
tion, | 
Stock! 
We, 

that as t 

are alre 

those if 
threaten 
to make 

fence O 

purpose 

to raise i 

it is our 

to 25 y 
rank or 
not enli 
or navy 
to take 
tive jan 
shall be 
notice. 

Rev 
French 
article 
this in 
onne, 

« B 
peror - 
which 
the A: 
don ‘Fr 
pose t 
house | 
have | 
of the 
to the 
cannot 
mune 
by the 
and th 
empet 
rights 
Charl 
Louisé 
to-day 
morrc 

this jc 

Fonta 

piegn 

has b 

Char] 

his dz 
infan' 
nio, | 
maje 

will s 

afters 
probs 
belie 














93} . . JUNE 4, 1808,—Official Papers, (894 





“OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Swepen.—TheKing of Sweden's Proclama- 
tion, touching the Levy-en-masse, dated 
Stockhelm, 14th of Marck, 1808. 

We, Gustavus Adolphus, make known, 
that as the eastern frontiers of the kingdom 
are already attacked by the enemy, and 
those in the west and north are likewise 
threatened, we feel ourselves called upon 
to make the utmost exertions for the de- 
fence of our invaded country. For this 
purpose, and in order that we may be able 
to raise a sufficient force to attack the enemy, 





it is our will that all young men from 18 | 


to 25 years, both inclusive, of whatever 
rank or condition they may be, who have 
not enlisted in the regular army of militia, 
or navy, shall bold themselves in readiness 
to take up arms for the defence of our na- 
tive land, and assemble at such places as 
shall be pointed out to them at a moment's 
notice, 
Revolution 
French official paper the Moniteur. The 
article wherein the Moniteur announces 
this important intelligence, is dated Bay- 
onne, May 11, 1808, and is as follows :— 
‘* By a treaty concluded between the em- 
peror ‘Napoleon and king Charles, and 





which has been acceded to by the prince of 


the Asturias, and the infants don Carlos, 
don Francisco, and don Antonio, who com- 
pose the whole of the members of the 
house of Spain, all the existing differences 
have been adjusted. We are still ignorant 
of the conditions of the treaty, According 
to the constitution of our government, it 
cannot be made public tilj it has been com- 
muni¢ated to the senate, But we perceive 
by the proclamation of the king of Spain, 
and that of the prince of Asturias, that the 
emperor Napoleon is clothed with ail the 
rights *of the house of Spain. | King 
Charles, queen Louisa Maria, queen Maria 
Louisa, and the infant don Francisco, dine 
to-day with the emperor, and set off to- 
morrow for Bourdeaux. They will make 
this journey in four days, and will repair to 
Fontainbleau, whence they will go to Com- 
piegne, It is believed that this residence 
has been destined by his majesty to king 
Charles, that he may spend the remainder of 
his days there. The prince of Asturias, the 
infant don Carlos, and the infant don Anto- 
nio, spent the evening yesterday wiih their 
Majesties the emperor and empress, They 
Will spend two.days at Bourdeaux, and will 
afterwards proceed to Valency, whence it is 
Probable they will go to Navarre. It is 
believed that his majesty has ceded to’ them 


in Spain. — From the | 








that superb domain, and the forest apper- 
taining to it.— It is said that maby Spaniards 
of distinction are on the road to Bayonne, 
where, it appears that the emperor is about 
to hold a general junta. It is presumed, 
that he will be occupied, not only in regu 
lating the succession to the throne, but also 
in fixing certain ameliorations which all good 
Spaniards call for. Every thing is entirely 
tranquilio Spain. Things are on the best 
footing there.” 

To the above article were joined, @ man- 
date from king Charles to the junta of the 
government, announcing the nomination of 
the grand duke of Berg, lieut. gen. of the 
kingdom, anda proclamation addressed to 
the Spaniards, both dated on the 4th of 
May ; a proclamation of the 5th of May, 
from the junta to the inhabitants of Madrid ; 


_acircular (proclamation) sént on the Oih by 


the inquisition to ali the tribanals of the 
kingdom ; and, finally, a letter trom the 
king to the supreme council of Castile, and 
to the council of the inquisition. ‘The first 
three of these pieces are to the tenor fol- 
lowing :— 

To the Supreme Junta of the Government, 
—Having judged it expedient to give the 
same direction to all the forces of our king- 
dom, in order to maintain security of pro- 
perty and public tranquillity against ene- 
mies, as well exterior as interior, we have 
thought it fit to nominate our cousin, the 
grand duke of Berg, lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom, who, at the same time, com- 
mands the troops of our ally, the emperor of 
the French. We command.the council of 
Castile, and the captains-general and governs 
ors of our provinces, to obey his orders. In 
the same quality he shall preside over the 
junta of the government. Given at Bayonne, 
at the imperial palace, stiled the palace of 
the government, May 4, 1808. (Signed) 
I, THE KING. 

Proclamation. —- Spaniards ! My beloved 
subjects, perfidious men seek to mislead you, 
They would put arms into your hands againe* 
the French troops; they seek alike to arm you 
against the French, and the French aguins$ 
you. ‘Lhe sacking of ali Spain, calamities 
of every kind, would be the result. The 
spirit of faction, the sad effects of which I 
have already felt, is still in motion, In the 
midst of these important and critical circum- 
stances, 1 am occupied in concerting with 


my ally, the emperor of the French, all that , 
concerts your welfare. Beware of listening” 


to the enemies of it. All those, who spesk 
to yoa against France, thirst for your bloods 


“they are either the enemies of your nation, 


or agents of England, who are bysily. avail- 
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895] 
ing themselves of circumstances, and whose 
intrigues would involve the loss of your colo- 
nies, the separation of your prownces, ora 
series of years of trouble and cajamity for 
your country.—Spaniards ! trust to my ex- 
erience, and obey that authority which ] 
hold from God and my fathers ; follow my 
example, and think that in the position in 
which you stand, there is no prospsrity and 
safety for Spaniards, but in the friendship of 
the great en)peror, our ally. Given at Bay- 
onne, from the imperial palace, stiled palace 
of the government, May 4, I, Tae Kine. 
The Supreme Junta to the Inhatitants of 
Madrid —\nhabitants of Madrid, your tran- 
quillity will be from Lenceforth unalterable, 
You will owe it to the Joyalty of your own 
character; but it will be still more assured 
to yon by the confidence, whiéh is inspired 
by the laws, and by the prudence of zealous 
mnegistrates, to whom their execution is 
eommitied. dt is in this conviction that the 
supreme junta of government proclaims, 
that in obedience tothe dictate of humanity, 
the allied army has suppressed the military 
commission, established only for one day, 
as a necessary, though severe measure, 
which would not have been established, but 
for the perverseness of some individuals ; 
that from henceforth every inhabitant, what- 
soever may be his rank, who shall have given 
cause for beigg seized by the French troops, 
provided he has not borne arms against 
them, shall be immediately given over to 
his proper judges, and tried by them. And 
even in the ouly excepted case, viz. that of 
baving borne arms against the French troops, 
a judge nominated by the competent tribunal 
of the nation shall always assist in regulat- 
ing the whole of the process against the ac- 
cused, till the sentence is pronounced. No 
countryman domiciliated in the town, or 
stranger shall be molested on account of the 
peculiarity of his dress; and still less the 
ecclesiastics. The carriers employed in 
bringing pfovisions to the town, shall hence- 
forward be subject to no vexation, or deten- 
tion of their carriages or mules, Every in- 
dividual who shail have just complaints to 
make, on addressing himself to the judge of 
police, may rest assured, that he will, on 
the same day, obtain fuli justice and repara- 
tion, for whatever damage he may have sus- 
tained. —As to the muleteers, who are like- 
wise empleyed in bringing provisions te 
town, and who generatly stay there a few 
days, only ove half of their cattle shall in 
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future be put in requisition, even wader the - 





[898 
most urgent necessity, and in no ease shal} 
they be detained longer than -three or four 
days, for which they shall be paid at the 


prices already given out. Orders shall be 
given at those- gates of the town, where 
carriers have suffered arbitrary detention: 
in order to be searched and stripped of their 
arms, that this abuse be in future prevented, 
But it is also necessary to repeat the order 
against introducing fire-arms, or other pro- 
hibited weapons into the city ; they ought 
always to be deposited at the gate, Given 
at the palace, by order of the supreme junta 
of government, May 5, 18038. The Comte 
Cass VALENCIA, secretary. 





Rome. —Circular Letter addressed by the 
Pope, through his Secretary of State. 
Dated April, 1808. 

His holiness, our master, has command- 
ed his secretary of state, cardinal Doria 
Pamsili, to make known to your eminence, 
that his heart has been penetrated with the 
most poignant grief, on being informed of 
the order given by the French general to. so 
many members of the sacred college, to 
quit Rome within three days. His holiness, 
who clearly sees that this measure tends to 
overthrow the empire of the church, since 
those members are removed from his per- 
son who are necessary to the direction of his 
affairs, and at last his minister, his vicar, 
cannot in conscience permit this departure. 
He prohibits, therefore, every one upon his 
oath of obedience to remove from Rome, 
unless absolutely compelled by force, and 
his holiness foresecing this case, that after 
having torn your eminence from his bosom, 
you might be left at a certain distance from 
Rome, is of opinion that you should not 


| continue your journey, unless compulsion 


should be used, to the place designated to 
you, in order that it may be a matter of 
pablic notoriety that your removal from the 
head of the church bas not been voluntarily, 
but from compulsion, The virtues of all 
the individuals who have received the order 
to depart, alone support the afflicted soul of 
his holiness, and area pledge to him, that, 
according to his example, they will support 
these pérsecations with patience, aad ihat 
the sentiments of tle sacred college os 
from being weakened, will be strength- 
ened, 

(Though this piece had been sent t0 “a 
Cardinals before their departure, i did : 
prevent some of them from going volus 
tarilyto the places pointed out to them } 
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